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STYLE FILE: BENEDICTE GIMONNET

ooking around the French
artist Bénédicte Gimonnet’s
villa in Abu Dhabi where her
paintings adorn all the
available wall space, it’s
obvious that her inspirations
are many.
“My creativity flows from the
places I visit; the various cultures
1 discover through my travels;
sights, smells, landscapes, anything
that touches my senses.” says
Gimonnet. “When I sell my paintings
the money goes into a pot and my
family and I all take a trip. My children
understand many languages because of
this. Travel, art and culture make you
curious and I love it.”
Gimonnet was born in the city of Clermont-
Ferrand in central France but has lived in
Abu Dhabi with her husband and three
children since 2009. Though her background
is in finance, she hasa BA in Fine Art
from the Wimbledon College of
Art, London. She has exhibited
extensively across Europe and the
rest of the world where private
collectors and companies have invested
in her work. Last month she showcased
her art at the Abu Dhabi Ministry of
Culture Centre in an exhibition entitled UAE
Through the Eyes of French Artists.

“When it comes to my art, my aim is to transport
people to another place, to inspire them visually and textually,”
says Gimonnet. She talks to Jemma Nicholls about her art and
sense of style.
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